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1. Ever since the close of hostilities in OenMasy, the food 
situation in the Ruhr has been described, in beth official and 
\aiofflcial reports, as Ttore or less acute. To date, no information 
has been received by CIA that the shortage of tasie rations has been 
coapletely solved. 

2. The reports of the Military Coverraient on the 'nibjecte of food 
and coal take approxlaatraly two racnths to reach CIA. Other official 
coaaents on the sjatter received during this tire lag (soe attechiid 
citations for examples) have, however, not contradicted earlier 
repcrts. 

3. In view of the foregoing, CIA credits, and has as yet rfcelved 
no official data to discredit, a 21 March New fork Tiaes article froi 
Frankfort quoting an official Ruhr MG appeal ffcr an Improved rationing 
aystere. According to the New York Times the afpeal stated that: 

a. the underground miners were getting less food than bad 
been guaranteed} 

b. the quality of Ruhr food diTring t#© p>ast month probably 
had reached its lowest point in two year®} 

c. the normal consumer in the Ruhr ted received no official 
meat ration for at least five weeks; 

d. neither the under nround nor the surface miner had received 
his full ration; 

e. statistics of the Ruhr District F<>od Offiee showed that 
in January the underground miner received 3,640 calories dally 
oat of 4,C^ calories on the schedule, and that, despite sane 
iaprovnent in February, it Is eetimated that the ration did not 
exceed 3,800 calories a day; 

f. these shortages had been caused trr the failure to meet 

the normal consumer rati|^nl»oJ| ® failure 

to meet t*e pat^i^ on the aliers-WW^fltary workers card; 
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f. during thn laat aonth tha noroal essmaer ration 
aaountad to only 1#350 calorias « day, ai:^ la tla more impor- 
tant arena, sudi as Saaen, it was 1,135 ea lories a day| 

h. itanui Saab aa neat and fat, uhicb are eaawitial for 
the physical output of the worker and in the preparation of the 
workers’ meals ware almoat entirely absent; 

i. no meat has been called up in the Huhr for at least 
five weeks for the normal consumer card ner on hie workers 
supplemental card for at least five weeks, 

4. Continued studies will be made on this subjact. 
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